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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by WO 
99/44648 to BASF AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT, hereinafter "BASF '648"). US 
corresponding document 6,455,600 is relied upon as an English translation of the Basf 
•648 document and the reference is made to the relevant potions of the US document). 

The reference discloses articles formed form water absorbent open cell 
crosslinked polymer comprising acrylic acid. See all illustrative examples, column 15, 
lines 28-37. The article contains surfactant, which makes this surfactant inherently 
present to at least some degree in the surface layer of the article. See column 2, line 
31. for example, column 10, lines 13-17, and also preparation examples all of which 
contain surfactant. The article comprises crosslinked polymer and the reference 
expressly discusses that the degree of crosslinking of the article can be altered by post- 
crosslinking, which includes addition of a crosslinker subsequent to the article formation 
and post treatment of the article. See paragraph bridging column 15 and 16. The 
reference further discloses the articles in the form of films of about 3 mm thickness such 
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as in all illustrative example, and also expressly discloses its suitability for hygiene and 
diaper-type articles. See column 18. 

The reference further expressly discloses that the surface of the foamed article 
can be subjected to treatment with non-sticky material such as fine [article powders that 
includes silicon dioxide sue h as Aerosil (column 17, lines 5-10), which inherently exhibit 
the claimed particle properties (as evident from applicants own disclosure). The 
application rates of particle powders disclosed in lines 18-20 of column 18 fully 
correspond to the claimed amounts of silica. 

The invention as claimed, thus, is fully anticipated by the disclosure of the cited 
reference. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(b) as being anticipated by WO 
00/52087 to BASF AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT, ^hereinafter "BASF '087"). US 
corresponding document 6,750,262 is relied upon as an English translation of the Basf 
'648 document and the reference is made to the relevant potions of the US document). 

As in the BASF '648 , BASF '087 discloses articles formed form water absorbent 
open cell crosslinked polymer comprising acrylic acid. See all illustrative examples, 
column 4, last paragraph. The article contains surfactant, which makes this surfactant 
inherently present to at least some degree in the surface layer of the article. See 
column 4, line 17, for example, column 9 and 10, and also preparation examples all of 
which contain surfactant. The article comprises crosslinked polymer and the reference 
expressly discusses that the degree of crosslinking of the article can be altered by post- 
crosslinking, which includes addition of a crosslinker subsequent to the article formation 
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and post treatment of the article. See column 16. The reference further discloses the 
articles in the form of films of about 3 mm thickness such as in all illustrative example, 
and also expressly discloses its suitability for hygiene and diaper-type articles. See 
column 18. 

The reference further expressly discloses that the surface of the foamed article 
can be subjected to treatment with non-sticky material such as fine [article powders that 
includes silicon dioxide such as Aerosil (column 17, lines 46 et seq.), which inherently 
exhibit the claimed particle properties (as evident from applicants own disclosure). The 
application rates of particle powders disclosed in lines 57 et seq. of column 17 fully 
correspond to the claimed amounts of silica. 

The invention as claimed, thus, is fully anticipated by the disclosure of the cited 
reference. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Irina S. Zemel whose telephone number is (571)272- 
0577. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Seidleck can be reached on (571)272-1078. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Irina S. Zemel 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1711 
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